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Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass 

from Roman Times to 2016 
by Richard T. Hall 

Part V. Philately of the Gotthard Express 

 While the earlier parts of this series dealt with the history and construction of the Gotthard line, 

this part deals with the “philatelic” aspects of the railroad.  It is based on the collection of Gotthard-related 

material that Felix Ganz amassed and wrote up in an exhibit entitled “The St. Gotthard Railway of 

Switzerland, 1882 - 1982”, now owned by Peter Affolter of Ehrendingen who allowed the staff at Rolf Rölli’s 

establishment to scan it for me.  

Railway Post Office Postmarks 

 According to Anthony M. Goodbody1 there are three periods of postmarks for mail carried on Swiss 

railways.  Period 1 began around 1859 and ended around 1870.  Postmarks of this period specified the 

route by the terminal points.  Since this period pre-dates the Gotthard railroad, it is not applicable to this 

article. 

 Period 2 began around 1870 and ended 

around 1910.  Postmarks for this period specified the 

route by a number.  The route numbers of interest to 

us are 38 to 41 (prior to August 1889) and 20 (August 

1889 and later). 

 Period 3 began around 1910 and continues to 

this day.  Postmarks for this period are mostly 

anonymous, simply reading “Ambulant”, “Bahnpost”, 

or “Ambulante” or some abbreviated form of these 

words.  However, some short-line railroads (and a few 

mail-line routes) continued to use the terminal 

name(s) in their cancel.           (Continued on page 12) 

 
Fig. 1. An Italian postal card from Rimini to Netstal with 
Ambulant cancel Güller 1876 
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President’s Column 

 Another year is flying by, and as 2014 ap-

proaches, I have several items to bring to the at-

tention of the members: 

 First, please mark your calendars for Sep-

tember 26 to 28th 2014, when AHPS will convene 

at INDYPEX in Indianapolis.  I will be the host, 

and you will find the show very hospitable, friendly 

and accommodating.  If you have a favorite dealer 

who carries a fair amount of Swiss material, please 

e-mail me and we will be sure to invite them.  The 

show hotel is convenient to the airport (free shut-

tle) and the city is within a day's drive of over half 

the population of the United States.   

 Second, our immediate past president, Har-

lan F. Stone, has decided to sell his remarkable 

Swiss collection, formed over many years.  Har-

lan's knowledge of Swiss postal history is without 

peer in this country, and his collection reflects a 

depth of study and knowledge of the subject that in 

my opinion compares favorably with anyone's.  The 

first auction (of several containing Harlan's mate-

rial) will happen next month, beginning December 

10th, 2013, at the auction house of David Feldman 

in Geneva.  

 In addition, the same December Feldman 

sale will feature the first part of the amazing col-

lection of Steve Turchik, who has concentrated on 

Strubels, and has built one of the finest exhibits of 

that difficult issue that has ever existed.  This is a 

rare opportunity to acquire some really incredible 

material. 

 Third, I wanted to advise members of a 

German dealer kindly brought to our attention by 

Steve Weston, one of our California members.  As 

many of you may know, since John Steinberg and 

Ed Chalfant passed away, we really have lacked a 

distributor for Swiss catalogs in the U.S.  Steve 

has found a German dealer who stocks the annual 

Swiss Zumstein catalogs at a price about 25% be-

low what I have paid recently.  He is Werner 

Zielniewicz, Frankenweg 61, 45665 Recklinghau-

sen, Germany, and his e-mail is 

WernerZiel@aol.com.  He accepts U.S. checks, and 

maintains a website in German and English at 

www.wernerzielnet.com. 

 Fourth, our prolific author Chuck LaBlonde 

has produced a handy and interesting mini-

book/monograph, nicely illustrated in color courte-

sy of Dick Hall, on the Pro Aero flights of 1944.  

See Alan Warren’s review on page 19. 

 Finally, our indefatigable Mr. Hall has 

completed work on a second edition of Philately of 

Switzerland, to be published as a CD only.  It con-

tains many updates, and a few corrections, to the 

original book.  Stay tuned for details about order-

ing it. 

 I wish all of you the best for the holidays 

and the New Year. 

   Bob Zeigler 

   AHPS President 

 

Recent Exhibit Awards 
Richard Hall, “A Digital Library for Swiss Phila-

telic Research” (DVD), NAPEX 13, silver-bronze. 

Roger Heath, “De Coppet Razor Cancels of Swit-

zerland”, AAPE Diamond Award for sustained ex-

cellence after exhibit won 10 golds. 

Charles LaBlonde, “Post D-Day Swiss Mail 

to/from Great Britain and the Americas” (litera-

ture), 13th NEW ZEALAND National Literature 

Exhibition, vermeil, AUSTRALIA 2013, vermeil, 

THAILAND 2013, vermeil, NAPEX 13, vermeil, 

and STAMPSHOW 13, gold; “Swiss Post Interna-

tional Activity in Italy – the Baveno Story” (litera-

ture), NEW  ZEALAND, silver. 

Bruce Marsden, “A Trip to the Alps”, NOJEX 

2013, gold and American Topical Assn. medal, 

STAMPSHOW 13, gold. 

George Struble, “Swiss Airmail up to 1939,” 

PIPEX 2013, gold, APS Medal of Excellence 1900-

1940 
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Lötschberg – the Other Railroad Tunnel  

Through the Swiss Alps 
by Rudolf Keller 

 We are enjoying the magnificent series of articles on the Gotthard Pass and its tunnels and railway.  

But let’s take a moment to commemorate the Lötschberg Tunnel, which celebrated its centenary this year. 

 Through private initiative and financing, construction of the Lötschberg Tunnel started in 1906, 

following the opening of the Simplon Tunnel in 1905.  The Lötschberg Tunnel project suffered delays 

through several severe accidents.  In February 2008, an avalanche destroyed a hotel the workers lived in, 

killing 13.  In July of the same year, a section of the tunnel collapsed, killing 25.  The section was irrepara-

 
 Fig. 1.  Map of the Lötschberg Tunnel route.  Map courtesy of Wikipedia. 

 The Gotthard route served traffic from Germany 

to Italy; the Lötschberg tunnel served the traffic from 

France to Italy, on the route that also included the Sim-

plon Tunnel farther south.  The Lötschberg Tunnel goes 

from Kandersteg at its north end (in the canton of Berne) 

to Goppenstein (in the canton of Valais) at the south end, 

as shown in Fig. 1.  The rail line continues east up the 

Rhone valley to Brig, where it enters the Simplon tunnel.  

The map also shows loops and a loop- tunnel (Kehrtunnel 

in German) to gain elevation near Felsenburg north of the 

Lötschberg Tunnel entrance. 

 The tunnel is 14.6 km. (9.1 miles) long, in a single 

bore with twin tracks.  The maximum gradient is 3.8%.  

Its elevation is 1240 meters (4068 feet) at the midpoint. 
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ble because the rock was unsuitable, so a new 

tunnel had to be blasted, bypassing the site 

of the disaster.  The map in Fig. 1 shows the 

eastward shift in what intended to be a 

straight tunnel.  Breakthrough was achieved 

in March 1911, and regular service through 

the Lötschberg tunnel began in 1913.  The 

map also shows the “Ausweiche” point, the 

crossing point for trains when early in its 

history the tunnel originally had only one 

operating track for part of its length.  Fig. 2 

shows the approach to the north end of the 

tunnel, with the loops gaining elevation.  The 

postcard is of a model displayed at the Landi 

Exposition in 1939. 

 The BLS (Bern-Loetschberg-Simplon) 

Company offers transport service for accom-

panied cars and trucks.  Through the journey 

time of about 20 minutes, passengers remain in their cars in 

open-sided car transport vehicles.  At peak times, that transport 

service operates in each direction every 7 ½ minutes.  The cen-

tenary of the BLS company was celebrated in 2006 by the stamp 

shown in Fig. 3.    

 Car and truck traffic was overwhelming the roads from 

Germany and France through Switzerland to Italy.  The Swiss, 

tired of continual traffic jams, built a new tunnel to divert the 

traffic.  A new Lötschberg Base Tunnel, built as part of the NRLA 

(New Railway Link through the Alps) project, is 34.56 km. (21.5 

miles) long.  It connects Frutigen at the north with Raron at the 

south, 400 meters (1312 feet) below the older Lötschberg Tunnel.  

By avoiding the switchbacks near Felsenburg, it cuts the time of a 

trip by almost 50%.  Breakthrough on that tunnel was in April 

2005, the opening ceremony was in June 2007, and full scale operation began in December 2007.  The Base 

Tunnel also avoids the picturesque section from Goppenstein down 

to the Rhone Valley, which was my favorite stretch of railroad trav-

el since I traveled it on my own as a boy; I hope that some passen-

ger trains will offer that journey in the future. 

 The Lötschberg Base Tunnel was designed to have two 

bores, each containing a single track, with periodic cross-tunnels for 

maintenance or escape.  Because of cost overruns on both this and 

the Gotthard 

Base Tunnel, 

only one third 

of the project 

actually has 

dual bores.  An-

other third has 

double track.  As a result, trains alternate traveling in 

opposite directions, and also continue to use the older 

tunnel.   

 The centenary of the Lötschberg Tunnel was 

celebrated earlier this year by the local population and 

invited dignitaries north and south of the tunnel.  The 

Swiss postal service issued a commemorative stamp, 

shown in Fig. 4.  The sheetlet of ten of these stamps 

 
Fig. 3.  2006 Stamp for the centenary of 
the BLS Company which operates the 
Lötschberg tunnel        © Die Post 

 
Fig. 4.  2013 Lötschberg stamp 
© Die Post 

 
Fig. 2.  Model at the 1939 Landi Exposition of the northern approach 
to the Lötschberg tunnel  

 
Fig. 5.  First-day cover of the 2013 Lötschberg stamp.   
© Die Post 
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sold out, and may 

become a collec-

tor’s treasured 

item.  Fig. 6 shows 

the comparable 

stamp issued in 

1963 for the 50th 

anniversary of the 

tunnel.  Fig. 7 

shows a cover 

with a block of 

four of the 1963 Lötschberg stamp, mailed to me by 

my father when I was living in California. 

 

References 

Wikipedia 

Bradley Klapper, “Swiss Open World’s Longest Land Tunnel,” Washington Post, June 15, 2007 

 

 

retroReveal: A New Tool for Philatelists 
by Richard T. Hall, with thanks to Robert P. Odenweiler 

 Robert Odenweiler authored an article by the above title in the September-October 2013 issue of 

the Collectors Club Philatelist.  Because of the great potential value of this new tool, I thought I’d give it a 

try and let our membership in on the secret. 

 First of all, what is retroReveal?  It is an on-line program, www.retroReveal.org, sponsored by the J. 

Willard Marriott Library of the Utah University.  It is designed to decipher faded manuscripts but has 

great promise for stamp collectors in trying to read a difficult cancel or overprint.  Let me explain with an 

example.  I have a machine cancel on the 1991 50c Lago Moesola stamp (Zumstein 819), Figure 1.  The 

dark blue of the stamp makes it difficult to read the crown portion of the cancel.  So I went to the web site, 

established an account (it’s free), 

followed the instructions which 

said to make a scan of the item, 

cropped as close as possible to the 

area you are interested in, and, 

importantly, to save the cropped 

scan as a .tif or .png file, NOT .jpg 

which is lossy.  Figure 2 shows my 

cropped example. 

 I uploaded the file to the 

retroReveal website and pressed the “process” 

button.  A few seconds later a large number of 

“results” showed up on my screen.    Most of 

these were no better and many were worse than 

my original, but looking through them, two 

caught my eye as having made the cancel legi-

ble.  These are shown in Figures 3 and 4.  While 

my example wasn’t a particularly difficult can-

cel to read, you have to admit that the two “re-

sults” I’ve shown are clearer than the original. 

 So if you have an item you’re having 

trouble deciphering, give retroReveal a try! 

 
Fig. 6.  1963 Lötschberg stamp 
© Die Post 

 
Fig. 7.  Cover with 1963 Lötschberg stamp, mailed to me by 
my father 

 
Fig. 1.  The original 

 
Fig. 2.  The cropped 
input 

 
Fig. 3.  Result 1 

 
Fig. 4.  Result 2 
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Güller the Magician 
  by Pierre Guinand, CPhH 

This article appeared in the Schweizer Briefmarken 
Zeitung (SBZ) in June 2012, and is reprinted here 
with the gracious permission of SBZ and the author.  
The translation is by George Struble with the assis-
tance of Marian Freed. 

The engraver Güller was the contractor 

almost exclusively for the PTT for more 

than a century.  It was in Güller’s work-

shops at Hüttikon (Canton Zürich) that the 

cancellers that cancelled most of our 

stamps were made.  Organized and consci-

entious, Güller kept day by day since 

1867/68 an illustrated inventory of the can-

cellers that he made, not only for the Swiss 

post but also for particular clients and nu-

merous foreign postal administrations.  

These inventories were published in 1999 

by the Consilium Philateliae Helveticae in 

a limited edition and constitute a formida-

ble source of information.  They were pub-

lished in the form of six volumes, in A4 

format of variable thickness, but they are 

difficult to consult because the cancellers 

are reproduced in the chronological order 

of their manufacture, not in alphabetical 

order.  However, today the contents have 

been introduced into a databank, first as a 

listing, then with an index permitting ac-

cess to the illustrations.  Thus it has be-

come possible to make appear in several 

mouse clicks, a list of the cancellations that 

pertain to any locality, then to examine 

those cancellations on the screen, to en-

large them as desired, to compare them, to 

print them, etc. 

 On three occasions, in 1926, 1943, and 

1958, the General Directorate (GD) of the PTT 

asked each post office to stamp on sheets of paper 

an imprint of all cancellers then in use and then 

send those sheets to Berne.  The personnel of the 

GD kept these records up to date, either to add an 

imprint of new cancellers as they were received 

from the Güller workshops, or to add a second im-

print beside the first when a canceller was modi-

fied.  That enables us now to follow the life of each 

canceller, its evolution, namely the changes that it 

sustained during its sometimes long period of use.  

These changes can be very diverse; often it was a 

matter of removal of fleurons, or the replacement 

of hash lines by the Swiss cross and the number of 

the postal district; sometimes it was a change in 

the name of the locality, like those made several 

times in the cancellers of the canton of 

Graubunden in 1944, when Germanic names were 

replaced by the corresponding Rheto-Romansch 

ones; sometimes also the time of day was intro-

duced when the original did not include it.   

 The PTT sheets have been reorganized and 

now constitute three large volumes comparable to 

the Güller books for the 1926 archive, four for that 

of 1943, and five for that of 1958.  In 1998, the 

Consilium published these three PTT archives. 

 At last, a little while ago, we have scanned 

the some 10,000 pages of these works.  In addition 

to the lists, the illustrations from these 35 and a 

half kilos of books are thus found assembled onto a 

small disk weighing 15 grams or a thumb drive … 

and there still remains much space for adding per-

sonal commentaries!  In combining the PTT ar-

chives with the Güller books we can now access a 

list and illustrations of several tens of thousands of 

cancels. 

 Some of the illustrations are not always 

very clear; not enough ink or too strongly inked, 

some of them are overlapping, but that not at all 

prevents tracing the modifications that the Güller 

workshops made on these cancellers at the request 

of the PTT.  Many cancels have been crossed out, 

more or less clearly, which indicates that the can-

cellers were modified, retired, or destroyed.  The 

low cost of the hand labor of the period and the 

high cost of the materials (the inverse of the cur-

rent situation) meant that they preferred modify-

ing old cancellers when they were still usable 

rather than making new ones.  Don’t forget that in 

addition to the place name, the cancellers con-

tained rollers to show the date, a wooden housing, 

and for a good number of them a system of springs 

in the housing, an invention of the Lausanne engi-

neer Frédéric de Coppet that was adopted by 

Güller.  When all these pieces were still in perfect 

functioning state, it was considered preferable to 

gouge out from the head the part to be modified, 

trickling in several drops of metal, then after 

grinding, producing a modified head.  Thus we 

have been able to verify up to six successive trans-

formations of certain cancellers.  Therefore, count-

ing the original model, that adds up to seven (!) 

different imprints produced by one unique object, 

identified by the number that Güller engraved on 

the metal housing. 

 In this article, we will present some large 

or small discoveries, almost all totally unexpected, 

which we have made in studying the different 

works, with one eye on those of Güller and the oth-
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er on our PTT archive.  Since the number of 

changed cancellers is enormous, we will limit our-

selves to presenting to you some characteristic ex-

amples chosen from among the cancellers of the 

canton Vaud. 

 In the first years of his recording, Güller 

did not try to regulate the date wheels; the dates 

printed are totally random, therefore without any 

significance to the collector.  We must wait until 

the end of February 1881 for the dates to corre-

spond – several exceptions aside – to those of the 

delivery by Güller of the cancellers to the General 

Directorate of the Post.  Putting them into service 

in the respective offices took place several days 

later.  In the Güller books, the imprints that 

showed the hour were made simultaneously with 

Roman and Arabic numerals, but in postal prac-

tice, this is evidently not the case; Roman numer-

als designating in principle a.m. while Arabic 

numerals designating p.m. 

 A last word on the numbering of the cancel-

lers by Güller: several numbering systems were 

used, sometimes simultaneously, without any logic 

we can discover.  In addition, a large quantity of 

numbers were assigned to pairs of large cancellers 

with 12 hash lines which have no connection be-

tween them, the second number being a copy of the 

first followed by a dot.  For example, 

ENTLEBUCH received the number 422 and 

MORGES the number 422· (with a dot).  The large 

canceller AUBONNE with 12 hash lines and fleur-

ons bears the number 236· whereas the number 

236 (without the dot) is that of a canceller for RIO 

DE JANEIRO, reproduced right beside it.  The jus-

tification for this curious system escapes us … 

Now let us pass on to the examination of some mod-

ified Vaud cancellers: 

 Two large cancellers with 12 hash lines and 

fleurons were constructed in 1906 and 1907 for 

Morges.  They bear the numbers 240 and 422· and 

are easily differentiated by the form and position 

of the letters and also by the size of the fleurons.  

The 1926 PTT archive shows both of these cancel-

lers, which sustained, at a date we don’t know, 

similar transformations: their upper hash lines 

were replaced by a cross and the lower ones by the 

number of the postal district. 

 In 1932, the same office received canceller 

number 25888 which did not show the hour.  It 

was in use under that form until autumn of 1960.  

The 1958 archive shows the two states side by 

side, before and after the modification.  The same 

change took place in Pont in 1958. 

 In small post offices, which often possessed 

only one circular canceller, it was necessary to as-

sure counter service while the Güller workshop did 

the modification requested by the PTT.  The dis-

trict office then furnished the concerned post office 

with a rectangular replacement canceller.  A few 

steps and a few minutes sufficed to compose the 

place name by means of individual letters placed 

in the upper part of the canceller, then regulate 

the rollers of the dater which itself was part of the 

object.  An employee of the district office delivered 

the replacement canceller, which was put into ser-

vice during the one or two weeks, sometimes a lit-

tle longer, the time necessary to make the 

modifications to the circular canceller. 

 Here are two original examples: on Novem-

ber 30, 1895, Güller delivered a canceller for the 

office of Chalet-à-Gobet, which was to be opened 

January 1, 1896.  But the canceller was manufac-

tured with two errors: a circumflex on the A of 

CHALET, an error encountered frequently in our 

era (could it be because of the form of the charac-

ter?) and an acute accent on the A instead of the 

grave accent.   For more than six years, it was used 

in  this form.  Then  in  October  1902  a  correction  
Number 240 in Güller and in the 1926 archive 

 

 
Number 422· in Güller and in the 1926 archive 

 

 

 

 

 
Number 25888 without, then with indication of the hour 

 
Number 25985 with a similar modification 
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 was decided on, a replacement canceller was put 

into service for several days, and the circular can-

celler reappeared, with the correct name this time. 

 The office of Yens opened on June 1, 1874 

and received the canceller with fine lines number 

1893.  After 50 years of use it underwent an almost 

total renovation, to such an extent that it became 

unrecognizable.  It is one of the only representa-

tions of this form, as curious as maladroit (com-

pare the form and position of the two stars …).  

There too, a replacement canceller was put in ser-

vice during the renovation period.  It is almost as 

rare as the preceding one. 

 The cancellers in large format (27 mm in 

diameter) with twelve hash marks and fleurons 

almost all underwent modifications of the same 

kind: replacement of the hash marks by a cross 

and the number of the postal district, removal of 

the fleurons, and their replacement by stars.  But 

these transformations also sometimes affected the 

text itself, for example, when the office was as-

signed a number, or when mention of the canton or 

region was added, or even when the canceller was 

employed in another use in the same office.  Here 

are several characteristic examples of them: 

 To be continued in the January TELL 

What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

 Cheryl Ganz pointed me to an announce-

ment from Swiss Post of a new program: SMS 

stamps.  SMS stands for “Short Message System” 

(in English, apparently), which works on iPhones 

or similar devices.  A customer sends a message 

“STAMP” to a server and receives in return a code 

that s/he can copy onto an envelope.  It has the sta-

tus of a 1-franc stamp (the A postage rate); the 

customer’s mobile account is charged CHF 1.20.  

As Cheryl says, “This is a good example of how 

Swiss Post is connecting to younger generations. 

On one hand, not good for collectors of stamps but 

certainly of interest for modern postal history!” 

 We regret to inform you that Beatrice Rölli-

Schär passed away in August.  With her husband 

Rolf Rölli, she was active in Roelliphila.  She at-

tended AHPS annual conventions, and we remem-

ber that she gave an excellent 

seminar in Milwaukee which 

later became a booklet “Die 

Briefmarkenträger” (in French 

and German) on what are 

sometimes called “collar” 

stamps.  She was a good friend, 

and we will miss her.   

 
Number 10962 with two errors, the replacement canceller of 
1902, and the corrected 10962 (reduced to 80%) 

 
Number 1893 before and after modification, and the  
intermediate replacement canceller (reduced to 80%) 

     

     
Like several others in the large format, this canceller 
bears two different numbers (273 and 429), but in fact it is 
the same object (reduction to 80%) 
 

 

 

 



November 2013   9   TELL  

Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, C.Ph.H. 

Let me begin this month’s column with a clarification.  In my last column I described “Urgent” mail 

as “a fee for requesting counter service after normal opening hours.”  Fritz Graf offered an insight into this 

service.  Swiss post offices had (and still may have) a doorbell-like button that a patron could press before 

or after the normal operating hours to summon a clerk to open a counter to request a service (other than an 

Express item) such as mailing a registered letter.  The closest equivalent I can think of for the U.S. Postal 

Service was the “Too Late” fee levied for ship mail submitted at dockside after the regular mail had been 

loaded.  I hope this clarifies the “Urgent” fee. 

I also received an explanation of the word Vreneli from Albrik Wiederkehr, the editor of Der 

Ganzsachensammler.  Let me paraphrase his words: 

Why is the Swiss gold coin called “Vreneli”? 

How it came to this name cannot be determined with precision. Shortly before the Second World 

War, the Swiss 20Fr gold coin was commonly referred to as “Vreneli” by Switzerland’s German 

speaking population.  The first printed references to the term appeared in 1943. A possible expla-

nation could be that the youthful looking bust of Helvetia depicted a girl rather than a mature 

woman. Hence a pet name was used. 

What’s the origin of the word? 

“Vreneli” is the diminutive of the name “Verena”. 

Thanks, Albrik. 

For those of you fluent in German, you can find a complete history of the coin at: 

 www.swissmint.ch/upload/_pdf/dokumentationen/d/VRENELI.pdf  

I think Swiss Post hit the jackpot with this year’s Pro Ju-

ventute issue.  The tradition of the electric train circling the 

Christmas tree brings back many memories.  This year’s Pro Ju-

ventute issue tugs at those memories with children looking at three 

Märklin models of classic Swiss locomotives.  The Figure 1 shows 

one of the 100 + 50 values of the set showing the Krokodil locomo-

tive used on the Gotthard line.  Both railroad and model railroad 

enthusiasts will be pleased by the issue. 

I recently received 

my copy of the 2014 SBK 

catalog from the publishers, 

Multiprint Verlag (Figure 

2).  Its cost is CHF 35 and 

my copy cost CHF 20 to send, for a total of CHF 55.  I have not noti-

ced much change from last year’s edition, with the notable exception 

of a listing of Pro Patria stamps with tabs.  Strangely however, the 

listing only covers the years from 1938 to 1977, omitting the recent 

issues with descriptive tabs.  And the listing is not limited to tabs 

describing the scene on the stamp but also includes the tabs, usual-

ly on the left or right sheet selvedges, giving the fund the proceeds 

of the stamp sales benefitted, such as “Für unsere Soldaten” on the 

1940 issues.  While it’s a start, I’d like to see the listings for issues 

after 1977 added (and a similar expansion of the Pro Juventute is-

sues).  Other than this listing, I see no difference between the 2014 

and 2013 editions. 

I am planning to get the Zumstein catalog app for my iPad 

whenever ever it appears (Zumstein says it’s in the works).  When it 

does, I’ll report on it. 
 

Fig. 2.  2014 SBK catalog 

 
Fig. 1.  2013 Pro Juventute.  © Die Post 
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Let’s get to the next installment of post offices changes; there are a lot. 

1.  On August 28, 2013, the post office at 8224 Löhningen (canton Schaffhausen) was closed  

 [assumed by 8222 Beringen] [K-cancel K 769 was last used on that date] 

2.  On September 6, 2013, the post office at 7477 Filisur (canton Graubünden) was closed  

 [assumed by 7450 Tiefencastel] [K-cancel K 688 was last used on that date] 

3.  On September 21, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

4008 Basel 8 Margarethen (canton Basel Stadt) [assumed by 4000 Basel] 

1873 Val-d’Illiez (canton Valais) [assumed by 1868 Collombey]  

 [K-cancel K 510a was last used on that date] 

4.  On September 25, 2013, the post office at 1987 Hérémence (canton Valais) was closed  

 [assumed by 1987 Hérémence] 

5.  On September 26, 2013, the post office at 8735 St. Gallenkappel (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 8716 Schmerikon] 

6.  On September 27, 2013, the post office at 3038 Kirchlindach (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3038 Kirchlindach] [K-cancel K 803 was last used on that date] 

7.  On September 28, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 3785 Gsteig bei Gstaad (canton Bern) [assumed by 3780 Gstaad]  

  [K-cancel K 435a was last used on that date] 

 1723 Marly 2 Grand Pré (canton Fribourg) [assumed by 1700 Fribourg] 

8.  On October 5, 2013, the post office at 8226 Schleitheim (canton Schaffhausen) was closed  

 [assumed by 8222 Beringen] [K-cancel K 749 was last used on that date] 

9.   On October 11, 2013, the post office at 5082 Kaisten (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 8222 Beringen] [K-cancel K 1313a was last used on that date] 

10.  On October 12, 2013, the post office at 5325 Liebstadt (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5316 Leuggern] 

11.  On October 18, 2013, the post office at 3296 Arch (canton Bern) was closed  

 [assumed by 3294 Büren an der Aare] 

12.  On October 24, 2013, the post office at 7482 Bergün/Bravuogn (canton Graubünden) was closed  

 [assumed by 7450 Tiefencastel] [K-cancel K 63awas last used on that date] 

13.  On October 25, 2013, the following post offices were closed: 

 4402 Frenkendorf (canton Basel Landschaft) [assumed by 4414 Füllinsdorf]  

  [K-cancel K 1381 was last used on that date] 

 4132 Muttenz 2 Schänzli (canton Basel Landschaft) [assumed by 4132 Muttenz] 

14.   On October 26, 2013, the post office at 5106 Veltheim (canton Aargau) was closed  

 [assumed by 5106 Veltheim] 

15.  On October 31, 2013, the post office at 9470 Buchs 3 Räfis (canton St. Gallen) was closed  

 [assumed by 9470 Buchs 1] 

16.  On November 9, 2013, the post office at 1054 Morrens (canton Vaud) was closed  

 [assumed by 1033 Cheseaux-sur-Lausanne] 

 

 

 

 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
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Travelling Over and Under the Gotthard Pass 

from Roman Times to 2016 
(Continued from page 1)   Goodbody 

shows examples from all three periods. 

 The earlier work of Alfred Mül-

ler2 provides more examples of cancels; 

however, the recent work of Reinhard 

Stutz3 is probably the definitive work 

on the subject. It is this work that forms 

the basis for the classifications of the 

postmarks of the Gotthard line. 

 All illustrations in this article 

(with the exception of Figure 5) were 

extracted from the scans of the Ganz 

collection with Felix’s explanations with 

additions based on more recent scholar-

ship including the Güller year of the 

cancels.  It is not possible to extract an 

individual item from a page where 

items overlapped.  In those cases, e.g. 

Figure 2, I cropped the page and re-

moved the text. 

Period 2 Postmarks 

 Figure 1 (on page 1) is an Italian 

postal card from Rimini to Netstal carried 

on Line 20, Train 70.  The Ambulant can-

cel is Güller 1876.  

 Figure 2 shows two Swiss postal 

cards posted on the Line 20 train.  The 

first travelled on Train 42 to Basel and is 

dated December 30, 1899 (Güller 1891-1 ?).  

The second card travelled on Train 104 via 

Basel to the United States and is dated 

July 7, 1909 (Güller 1904). 

 At the top of Figure 3 is an Italian 

postal card from Luvino (station cancel) to 

Zug carried on Line 39, Train 70, 24 Feb-

ruary 1889 (Ambulant cancel at lower left 

corner).  The second and third postal cards 

in the figure were carried on Line 41, 

Train 2 to Zürich.  The second card, from 

Milan, dated March 30, 1883, bears a 

25mm diameter Ambulant cancel with 8 

bars.  The third card, from Genoa, dated 

July 9, 1885, bears a 23.5mm diameter 

Ambulant cancel with 7 bars.  The bottom 

card in the figure is a Swiss postal card 

from either Rothkreuz or Luzern to 

Langenthal carried on Line 42, Train 8, 

June 27, 1883.  There is an addition 

straight-line cancel of Luzern.  

 
Fig. 2. Two Swiss covers posted on the Line 20 train with Ambulant cancels 

Güller 1891-1 (?) and 1904, respectively. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Italian and Swiss postal cards carried on Lines 39, 41, 41, and 

42, respectively. 
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 The cards in Figure 4 are all Swiss 

postal cards posted on the train.  What is 

different about these Ambulant cancels is 

the lack of the hash bars above and below 

the date slug.  The Gotthard line is the only 

line where this was done.  The top card to 

Basel (Line 20, Train 6) was posted July 9, 

1892 in Mendrisio.  The middle card to Mi-

lan (Line 20, Train 55) was posted May 6, 

1901.  The bottom card to Basel (Line 20, 

Train 152) was posted August 15, 1909 in 

Göschenen.  These are not listed in Stutz. 

 Courtesy of George Smith, we can 

see some additional cancels from Line 41 

and Line 20.  The cancels shown in Figure 

5 were all cropped from covers George lent 

me.  Shown are a Line 41 cancel dated 1882 

with 7 hashmarks (Güller 1877); a Line 41 

cancel dated 1884 with 8 hashmarks 

(Güller 1882); a Line 20 cancel dated 1899 

with fine lines (Güller 1876); a Line 20 can-

cel dated 1908 with 5 hash marks; a Line 

20 cancel dated 1906 with 6 hash marks 

(Güller 1891-2); a Line 20 cancel dated 

1903 with 6 hash marks (Güller 1897); a 

Line 20 cancel dated 1903 with 6 hash 

marks (Güller 1903); a Line 20 cancel dated 

1904 with 7 hash marks (Güller 1891-1); a 

Line 20 cancel dated 1899 with 8 hash 

marks; a Line 20 cancel dated 1905 with 

 
Fig. 4.  Swiss postal cards carried on Line 20. Ambulant cancels without 

has bars above and below the date slug, a version unique to the 

Gotthard line. 

                         

                       

                         
Fig. 5. Left to right, top to bottom: Line 41 cancel with 7 hash marks; Line 41 cancel with 8 hash marks; Line 20 cancel 

with fine hash marks; Line 20 cancel with 5 hash marks; Line 20 cancel with 6 hash marks (Güller 1891-2); Line 20 can-

cel with 6 hash marks (Güller 1897); Line 20 cancel with 6 hash marks (Güller 1903); Line 20 cancel with 7 hash marks 

(Güller 1891-1); Line 20 cancel with 8 hash marks; Line 20 cancel with low stars and 8 hash marks (Güller 1903); Line 

20 cancels with high stars and 8 hash marks; Line 20 cancel with no hash marks.  
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low stars and 8 hash marks (Güller 1903); a Line 20 

cancel dated 1907 with high stars and 8 hash marks; 

and a Line 20 cancel dated 1901 with no hash marks. 

 Mail that travelled on the Basel – Milan – Ba-

sel international trains received a special cancel 

shown on the cover in Figure 6 dated September 24, 

1913.  The cancel is interesting in that it is bilingual, 

reading both “Bahn-Post” and “Amb(ulant)”. 

Period 3 Postmarks 

As mentioned above, most railway cancels during the 

third period were anonymous.  The only way to identi-

fy the line is by knowledge of the train numbers, 

which were included in the cancel.  The top two covers 

in Figure 7 show covers from one type of ambulant 

cancel used on the Gotthard line.  The 

cancel reads “Ambulant” and has 6 

hash marks above and below the con-

tinuous date/train bridge.  The top 

cover was posted at Lugano and was 

carried on Train 2569 to Magadino on 

January 12, 1917.  The second cover 

was posted at Locarno and was car-

ried on Train 505 to Basel on April 11, 

1918. 

 A second type of anonymous 

cancel is shown in the bottom cover in 

Figure 7.  In this cancel the bridge is 

enclosed, there are two stars in the 

outer ring, and there are 8 hash 

marks.  This cover was posted at 

Meggen and was carried on Train 126 

to Berlin on April 3, 1911. 

 Figures 8 and 9 show four 

more anonymous cancels used on the 

Gotthard line.  The cover in Figure 8 is similar to 

the first two covers in Figure 7 but without the 

hash marks.  This cover was also posted at 

Meggen and was carried on Train 2549 to Ham-

burg on January 4, 1956.  

 The cancel on the top cover in Figure 9 

reads “Bahnpost Ambulant” and was recut from a 

 
Fig. 6. Cover from the Basel – Milan – Basel Train 67 with 

the international railway post office cancel. 

 
                 Fig. 7.  Three cards carried on the Gotthard line with  
                 anonymous  Ambulant  cancels  with  only  the  train  
                 number to identify the line. 

 
Fig. 8. An anonymous cancel used on the Gotthard line similar to 
that shown in the top two covers in Figure 7 but without the hash 
marks. 
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double circle and hash marks cancel.  

Two stars were added at the sides of 

the bridge which had its inner circle 

removed.  A Swiss cross was added at 

the top.  This cover was posted at 

Rodi-Fiesso and was carried on Train 

2521 to Zürich on July 26, 1943. 

 Another recut cancel is shown 

on the middle cover in Figure 9.  Simi-

lar to the cancel on the second cover 

but this time without the inner circle 

being removed from the bridge.  This 

cover was posted on a branch line 

train (Train 294) and was carried to 

Bern on January 8, 1952. 

 Finally, the bottom cover in 

Figure 9 seemingly has the same type 

cancel as the second cover.  However, 

this cancel was not recut from 

an earlier cancel.  This cover 

was posted at Chiasso and 

was carried on Train 71 to 

Bern on March 21, 1939. 

 As mentioned above, 

some branch line railway 

cancels of the third period 

had the route terminals in 

the cancel.  Figure 10 shows a 

postal card posted on Train 

620 of the Bellinzona – Luino 

branch line November 6, 

1917.  The inset shows a 

sketch of the cancel which is 

an extremely elusive marking 

– only three covers known [at 

the time the exhibit was pre-

pared]. 

 Figure 11 shows two 

covers from another branch 

line, the Bellinzona – Locarno 

 

 

 
Fig. 9. Three covers with anonymous cancels reading “Bahnpost 

Ambulant”. 

 
Fig. 10. Postal card carried on the Bellinzona – Luino 

branch line with route terminals in the cancel. 

 

 
Fig. 11. Two covers carried on the Bellinzona - Locarno branch line. 
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line.  The top cover, a postal card, was carried on 

Train 2513 on April 20, 1927.  The inset shows a 

sketch of the cancel.  This is Type I of the cancel 

with hash marks; a fairly frequently found cancel 

with dates between 1912 and 1940 

(approximately).  The bottom cover 

shows an envelope carried on Train 

2450 on December 4, 1953.  The cut-

out shows a similar cancel from Train 

2457 on October 4, 1950.  These can-

cels are Type II with the hash marks 

removed, but with remnants still visi-

ble. 

 Goodbody lists several other 

Gotthard branch lines: Bellinzona – 

Mesocco; Locarno – Bignasco; Lugano 

– Ponte Tresa; and Lugano – 

Tesserete. 

 Sometimes Gotthard mail 

bears Italian stamps cancelled by the 

Swiss.  This happens when a letter is 

posted directly on the train while it 

was still in Italy.  Figures 12 and 13 

show two examples of these interest-

ing covers.  The first is a postal card 

mailed from a hotel in Milan to Basel 

 
Fig. 12. Italian postal card cancelled by the Swiss. 

 
Fig. 13. Envelope with an Italian stamp cancelled by the Swiss. 

 
Fig. 14. Covers carried on the Italian section of the Gotthard line. 
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on May 15, 1908.  The card is cancelled with a Line 

20 Ambulant cancel. 

 The second is an envelope probably posted on 

the Luino – Bellinzona branch line on March 18 

1932.  The stamp is cancelled with a Line 45 

Bahnpost – Ambulant cancel. 

 The Gotthard line continued in Italy from 

Chiasso to Milan.  Italian covers showing use on that 

portion of the Gotthard line properly belong in a 

Gotthard collection.  Figures 14 and 15 are examples 

of three of these covers.  The top cover in Figure 14 

was mailed on July 4, 1879 and carried on Italian 

Line 2 to Boston, Massachusetts, via the Gotthard 

line to Switzerland.  The bottom cover was mailed on 

June 12, 1902 also on Italian Line 2 to Basel.  The post card in Figure 15 was mailed on December 30, 1915 

on Italian Line1, Section A also to Basel.  These three covers each show different types of Amb(ulante) Mi-

lano – Chiasso railway postmarks. 

 Part VI will continue the philatelic history of the Gotthard route. 

                                                

1 Goodbody, Anthony M., The Railway Post Offices of Switzerland, Mobile Post Office Society International 

T.P.O. Markings Series No. 2 – Switzerland, 1982. 

2 Müller, Alfred, Die Schweizerischen Bahnpoststempel mit Linienangabe von Beginn bis heute, Verlag 

Zumstein, 1977. 

3  Stutz, Reinhard, Bahn und Post in der Schweiz Zusammenarbeit von 1848 bis 2004, Teil 1, 2005. 

 

Invitation to Join HPS Specialist Study Groups 
by David Hope, Chairman of the HPS 

 Are you interested in a specific aspect of Swiss Philately and would like to know more about it?  Do 

you wish to converse with fellow collectors with like-interests?  Would you find it useful to know who to 

contact over a specialist query about some aspect of Swiss philately?  The Helvetia Philatelic Society in 

Great Britain has set up Specialist Study Groups for selected philatelic subjects which they hope will pro-

vide useful forums for members sharing like interests.  So far, there are four such groups on: "Cancella-

tions", “Postage Dues”, “Charity Stamps and Cards (Pro Patria/Pro Juventute)”, and “Railway Post/TPOs”. 

Other subject groups may well evolve in the future.   

 We would like to invite AHPS members to join any of the Study Groups that they may be interested 

in.  We hope that pooling the resources and knowledge of the two societies will be to the mutual benefit of 

all who enjoy collecting and researching these subjects.  If any AHPS members wish to join the Study 

Groups the contact details of the convenors are: 

Cancellations – Bob Medland: Tel. +44 01761 452959 or +44 07702 537000 

Email : hirundo@dsl.pipex.com  

Charities (Pro Patria/Juventute) – Norton Wragg: Tel. +44 01625 613654   

Email : norton.wragg@sky.com  

Postage Dues – Bob Medland: as above 

Railway Post/TPOs – Fred Hoadley: Tel. +44 01403 711987   

Email : fred.hoadley@btinternet.com 

 Many collectors today seem to be more relaxed about sharing their knowledge and experiences with 

others.  Hopefully this initiative will galvanize not only fresh interest in the chosen subjects but also pro-

vide the opportunity for much greater social interaction between our members, both home and abroad.  

 
Fig. 15. Post card carried on the Italian Line 1, Section A, of 
the Gotthard line. 
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Book Review: LaBlonde Special Flights 
by Alan Warren 

Swissair Special Flights of 20 September 1944: Postal History Perspective by Charles J. LaBlonde. 36 pages, 8 ½ by 
11 inches, card covers, saddle stitched, self-published by the author, Colorado Springs CO, 2013. ISBN 978-0-
9742619-7-3, $10 postpaid in USA and Canada by cash, check, or PayPal; $20 postpaid elsewhere by cash or Pay-
Pal to clablonde@aol.com; or by mail to Charles LaBlonde, 15091 Ridgefield Lane, Colorado Springs CO 80921 

Collectors usually attribute the Swissair flights of September 

20, 1944 to invented or created circumstances, which in a sense is 

true. However, the author provides the background that led up to 

these events and presents postal history aspects of the flights so 

that collectors can better appreciate what was accomplished. 

Swissair was formed in 1931 with the merger of Ad Astra 

Aero and Balair. By 1939 it established several domestic and foreign 

routes and acquired and maintained a number of aircraft. In August 

1939 Swissair service came to a sudden halt when Germany closed 

France and Germany to civilian air traffic. The airline decided to 

cancel both domestic and foreign flights, leaving a company requir-

ing maintenance but having no income. 

In 1940 some effort was made to furnish flights to Italy and 

Spain but these disappeared when Italy joined the war. Thereafter 

Germany permitted a limited amount of traffic to carry mail be-

tween it and Switzerland and then arrangements were made for 

Swissair personnel to perform repair and maintenance on German 

craft. This provided some income but the r&m was terminated at the 

beginning of 1944. 

A business without income cannot survive and the prognosis for Swissair was very bleak. In August 

1944 one Swissair flight from Zürich to Stuttgart resulted in loss of its DC-2 when it was mistakenly de-

stroyed at the airport by an Allied bombing mission. However, the Swiss crew was saved and returned to 

Switzerland. A short time later another Swiss DC-2 landed at Stuttgart and the airport was again at-

tacked. The neutral markings were observed and the DC-2 was not touched although the Germans suffered 

loss of life and severe facilities destruction. The Swiss plane and its crew returned safely to Zürich. The Zü-

rich/Stuttgart route was abandoned August 16, 1944. 

By September the Swiss Postal Telegraph and Telephone agency (PTT) came to the rescue of the 

airline. First a set of four stamps were issued September 1 consisting of three airmail values and a special 

1.50 Swiss francs stamp all marking the 25th anniversary of airmail service in the country. The 1.50 CHF 

value was designated for a series of flights and could be used only on those flights on September 20, 1944. 

Twelve legs of service took place among Zürich, Bern, Lausanne, and Geneva. 

Special directional labels for each leg, marked “Jubiläums-Postflug,” were applied to covers that 

were prepared and mailed in outer envelopes to designated collection points. The 1.50 CHF stamp paid for 

delivery to domestic and foreign addresses. If registration was required, it was paid by any other Swiss 

stamps available at the time. Arrival handstamps within Switzerland were applied to the front of the co-

vers, but neither the outgoing nor arrival cancels had any time designation. 

Author LaBlonde illustrates one or more of these special September 20 covers for each leg, and pro-

vides an analysis of rates as well as the number of covers carried on each leg. In addition to registered mail 

some examples with express labels and the required postage are shown. Covers sent to Germany and else-

where in Europe were censored, with few exceptions. Other destinations shown include Belgium, Nether-

lands, Hungary, Sweden, England, Morocco, and the United States. The routing and rates are analyzed.  

An appendix reproduces the Swiss PTT announcement of August 22, 1944 that spelled out the re-

quirements for these special flights. A bibliography of sources concludes this booklet that tells an interest-

ing story of interest to Swiss postal history and aerophilately. The Swiss postal service saved the national 

airline and enabled it to prepare for resumption of postwar operation. 
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